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It is at once evident that such a plurality of person-
alities can never appear in a normal individual; but the
possibility of a dissociation of personality which these
cases represent must also exist, at least potentially, within
the range of normality. And, as a matter of fact, a
moderately acute psychological observation can succeed
without much difficulty in proving at least the traces of
character-splitting in the normal individual. For example,
we have only to observe a man rather closely under
varying circumstances, to discover that a transition from
one milieu to another brings about a striking alteration in
his personality, whereby a sharply-outlined and distinctly
changed character emerges. The proverbial expression
'angel abroad, and devil at home'is a formulation of the
phenomenon of character-splitting derived from everyday
experience, A definite milieu demands a definite attitude,
Corresponding with the duration or frequency with which
such a milieu-attitude is demanded, the more or less
habitual it becomes. Great numbers of men of the
educated classes are obliged to move in two, for the most
part totally different, milieux—viz, in the family and
domestic circle and in the world of affairs. These two
totally different environments demand two totally different
attitudes, which, in proportion to the degree of identifica-
tion (q,v.) of the ego with the momentary attitude, produce
a duplication of character. In accordance with social
conditions and necessities, the social character is orientated,
on the one hand by the expectations or obligations of
the social milieu, and on the other by the social aims
and efforts of the subject- The domestic character is,
as a rule, more the product of the subject's laissez-aller
indolence and emotional demands; whence it frequently
happens that men who in public life are extremely
energetic, bold, obstinate, wilful, and inconsiderate appear
good-natured, mild, accommodating, even weak, when at

